


















What was previously an abstract 
organization became a very real 
and necessary resource. 

The Actors’ Fund of Canada 
Emergency financial help for entertainment industry professionals. 

CAROLINE 
CAVE 

Actor 

“Just when I thought I had it “together”, I experienced  
several personal and professional events which, in their 
combination, led to a very precarious financial position.  
When catering and scrambling at sundry jobs failed to cover 
some immediate and emergency expenses, I looked into 
The Actors’ Fund.  I learned that many of  our country’s 
most talented and prominent artists received financial  
assistance from the Fund at some point in their careers.   
I had supported the Fund through payroll deductions in the 
past.  Now, what was previously an abstract organization, 
became a very real and necessary resource to me. 
 
The caring and respectful response I received from the 
Fund was reassuring and allowed me to cope with a  
troubling situation and to take appropriate action to  
restore my financial well-being. 
 
I am grateful to the Fund and will continue to lend my  
support in the form of  opening night donations and  
payroll deductions.  I encourage my peers to offer whatever 
support they can to ensure The Actors’ Fund’s security.  It 
is a vital resource and I believe it plays a crucial role in 
guarding the well-being of  the artist as individual.” 

Please give what you can. 
www.actorsfund.ca 

Toll-free: 1-877-399-8392 



The Actors’ Fund of Canada 
Emergency financial help for entertainment industry professionals. 

JOSEPH 

GERVAIS 
(Film Technician) 

Member of  

I.A.T.S.E. 873 

In my time of  need the 
Fund’s help made all the 
difference in the world for 
my family and me. 

“An old injury prevented me from working and I was weeks 
away from getting any assistance from my insurance. 
I needed to make ends meet. 
 
The Fund came through for me by giving me emergency 
assistance.  In my time of  need the Fund’s help made all the 
difference in the world for my family and me.  Without this 
assistance we stood to lose everything we had worked for 
the past 27 years. 
 
The Actors’ Fund is a benefit to everyone in the entertain-
ment industry.  Life is unpredictable and can sometimes 
catch you off  guard.  It is a blessing to have somewhere to 
turn to in a time of  need.   
 
Supporting the Actors’ Fund is beneficial to anyone  
within the industry, and should be a priority when it  
comes to giving.” 

Please give what you can. 
www.actorsfund.ca 

Toll-free: 1-877-399-8392 



The Actors’ Fund of Canada 
Emergency financial help for entertainment industry professionals. 

DAVID  
FERRY 

Actor, Director 

“My first experience with the Fund was almost 30 years 
ago.  I was a young actor living in my first apartment in  
Toronto and a gig I had fell through at the last moment. 
 
I was flat broke.  I called the Actors’ Fund and got the help 
I needed.  As important as the financial help I got was the 
awareness I gained of  our extended family of  fellow artists 
and craftspeople and how vulnerable we can be. 
 
I’m lucky to have been treated well by the precarious  
business we work in  -  and it’s a point of  pride with me 
that members of  our profession, many of  whom are  
struggling themselves, can still care so much about their 
colleagues in the business that the Fund continues through 
good and tough times. 
 
Give once a year for thirty years, and your investment will 
be repaid a thousand times by the satisfaction you’ll get 
from knowing you’ve helped to make a difference in the life 
of  a fellow artist in need.” 

I was flat broke.   
I called the Actors’ Fund  
and got the help I needed.   

Please give what you can. 
www.actorsfund.ca 

Toll-free: 1-877-399-8392 



The Actors’ Fund of Canada 
Emergency financial help for entertainment industry professionals. 

MARJORIE  
McDONALD 

(Stage Hand) 
Member of 

I.A.T.S.E. 58  

I was feeling  
confused, frightened 
and vulnerable.  

“I was diagnosed with breast cancer two and a half  years 
ago.  I was feeling confused, frightened and vulnerable.  
Four months into treatment I became anxious about my 
mounting bills and medical costs.  Financially I was less 
than prepared.  It became clear that things could not carry 
on as they were.  As  anyone in a serious medical situation 
can tell you mental and emotional attitude plays a key role 
in recovery. 
 
The help I received from the Actors’ Fund reduced my 
stress and allowed me the breathing room I needed to  
enable me to look calmly at my situation and make rational 
decisions.  
 
I will always be thankful to the Fund for the incredible  
support they offered me and the sensitivity and compassion 
with which it was carried out.  Their concerned and  
sympathetic response restored sanity to my mounting  
crisis.” 
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Please give what you can. 
www.actorsfund.ca 

Toll-free: 1-877-399-8392 



“Early on in my career I turned to the Actors’ Fund for  
financial assistance.  I remember feeling that I wasn’t really 
entitled to it since I’d only joined Equity in the last year or 
so and (obviously) hadn’t earned much in that time.  How-
ever, my need was great and so I applied, half-expecting to 
be refused because I was an undeserving failure.  To my 
surprise and relief, I was met with tact and courtesy, and my 
request was dealt with immediately.  
 
I don’t know what would have happened if  the Actors’ 
Fund hadn’t been able to assist me.  I do know that the  
Actors’ Fund gave me support when I needed it.  Since 
then, I’ve been fortunate enough to earn my living exclu-
sively from my work as an actor, a writer, and a director.  
I’ve worked across the country and abroad; received the 
Governor-General’s Award for Drama, and collaborated 
with some tremendous artists.  The Actors’ Fund made an 
investment in that future; it made a difference. 
 
By giving to the Fund, through individual donations and 
benefit performances, and by encouraging others to give, 
we can each of  us contribute to our colleagues’ futures and 
the collective future of  our profession and art.” 

The Actors’ Fund of Canada 
Emergency financial help for entertainment industry professionals. 

GUILLERMO  
VERDECCHIA 

Actor,  
Playwright,  

I don’t know what would have 
happened if  the Actors’  
Fund hadn’t been able  
to assist me.  

Please give what you can. 
www.actorsfund.ca 

Toll-free: 1-877-399-8392 



“A few years ago I needed some financial help while I was 
undergoing chemotherapy for cancer.  I couldn’t work in 
the theatre during that time and although I was able to work 
at an office job, I couldn’t work enough hours to afford the 
expensive supplements I needed to help me get through the 
chemo.  The Actors’ Fund helped me buy about six 
months’ worth of  supplements.  Being able to take those 
supplements gave me the peace of  mind knowing that I was 
doing everything I could to get my health back. 
 
I thought I would never have to call on the Actors’ Fund 
for financial help, but life can change in a heartbeat and you 
never know what kind of  situation will be thrown your way.  
Don’t wait for a crisis  -  donate now. 
 
We’re all in this together, so let’s help each other when and 
where we can.” 

The Actors’ Fund of Canada 
Emergency financial help for entertainment industry professionals. 

I thought I would never 
have to call on the Actors’ 
Fund for financial help,  
but life can change in a 
heartbeat… 

MARY 
PITT 

Actor 

Please give what you can. 
www.actorsfund.ca 

Toll-free: 1-877-399-8392 



The Actors’ Fund of Canada 
Emergency financial help for entertainment industry professionals. 

There is no security in what 
we do and that is why an  
organization like the  
Actors’ Fund is so  
wonderful and essential. 

PATRICIA  
O’CALLAGHAN 

Singer/Songwriter, Actor 

My music career started to take off.  I signed my first record 
deal, embarked on a tour, yet still could not make ends 
meet.  With no financial resources to draw from, and  
nowhere else to turn, I applied to the Actors’ Fund for help. 
 
Now, 4 albums later, I am forever be grateful to the Actors’ 
Fund for literally giving me money for food and basic living 
expenses during those early days.  The investment they 
made in me at that time has allowed me pursue what I love 
best…singing great music with this country’s great  
companies. 
 
As a performing artist I continue to live from gig to gig and 
know that a similar situation could happen again at any 
time.  There is no security in what we do and that is why 
The Actors’ Fund is so wonderful and essential. 

Please give what you can. 
www.actorsfund.ca 

Toll-free: 1-877-399-8392 



“A few years ago, I was diagnosed with a cyst in one of  the 
ventricles of  my brain.  As my neurosurgeon put it, I had 
been living with a Sword of  Damocles over my head for a 
couple of  years.  
 
Over and above the shock of  realizing that I would soon 
undergo a risky surgery, I had to cope with the thought that 
for the first time in my life I would have to stop working 
for at least two months without time to prepare for it  
financially.  I had no insurance and didn’t know what I 
would do; and then I remembered the Actors’ Fund. 
 
The Fund’s assistance enabled me to go into my surgery 
with peace of  mind.  It allowed me to focus my energies 
where they needed to be: on my body.  After the surgery, 
when I had some complications that extended my convales-
cence into a third month, the Fund came through with 
more assistance without hesitation.   
 
The Actors’ Fund stands as a testament to values that we 
share, both as human beings and as Canadians.  The Fund 
puts dignity in a person’s life, at a time when circumstance 
would take it away.” 

The Actors’ Fund of Canada 
Emergency financial help for entertainment industry professionals. 

PETER  
FARBRIDGE 

Actor, Director 
 

The Fund puts dignity in a 
person’s life, at a time when 
circumstance would take it 
away. 

Please give what you can. 
www.actorsfund.ca 

Toll-free: 1-877-399-8392 



The Actors’ Fund of Canada 
Emergency financial help for entertainment industry professionals. 

The Actors’ Fund helped 
ease the stress that kept 
me awake at night. 

TANJA  
JACOBS 

Actor 

My husband and I both had an employment crisis at the 
same moment.  We’d gone three months without finding 
work.  And for us that’s all it took! 
 
The emergency assistance provided by the Fund made a 
critical difference in our lives.  It allowed us to stay in our 
apartment with the lights on and the phone connected.  
The Actors’ Fund helped ease the stress that kept me awake 
at night. 
 
Everyone knows that being an actor in Canada means living 
without a safety net.  But, knowing it doesn’t make it any 
easier.  What does help is knowing that in very stressful 
times the Fund can be approached for help; and it can be 
approached without shame. 
 
The distance from doing well to destitution is short and 
sudden.  While we are blessed with good health and an in-
come, we need to remember our friends and colleagues 
who may need our help. 
 
In this profession there are no guarantees.  As a compas-
sionate community, we can all support one other by making 
a donation to the Actors’ Fund today.” 

Please give what you can. 
www.actorsfund.ca 

Toll-free: 1-877-399-8392 




